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PARLIAMENT

House of House of

LORDS COMMONS

Hereditary Nobility “Flected”
& Church Leaders (LIMITED Suffrage)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houses of Parliament series onet




PROPERTY
REQUIREMENTS

TO VOTE & HOLD OFFICE




House of
Commons

Domainated by
LANDOWNERS




ROTTEN
SOROUGH




bor:ough  'bard

A district, town, or
administrative unit
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POLITICAL

PARTIES
TORIES  WHIGS

(Conservatives) (Liberals)

Landed Gentry Businessmen




Rotten Boroughs

allowed the Tories to
control Parliament.
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Corn Laws
(1815)

Protective Tariff
on foreign wheat







The Corn

enriched the landed gentry at the
25 ki of everyone else
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of adult males could vote betore 1832.

Photo by stu_spivack
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ricting to.reflect population shifts.

Rotten—Boroughs




Suffrage for the urban middle class

(lowered property requirements)




1/6

of adult males could vote
after the 1832 Act.

Photo by stu_spivack
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STILL COULD NOT



NO SUFFRAGE

LN
i

WORKING " CLASS




CONSERVATIVE LEADERS
Resisted Working Class Agitation.




g Peterloo” MASSACRBS819
. — :

The cavalry charged into a Worklng class' &
protest, killing 15 and injuring hundreds.




“ PERFECT " EDITION 1 LPRICE ONE PENNY

TIE PEOPLES CHARTER:

Being the Qutline of dn Aet to provide for the Just Representation of the People of Great
Brituin and Ireland in the Commons’ House of Parliament :
EMBRACING THE PRINCIPLES OF

Cinibersal Suffvaqe; KXo Prapervty Mualification; Tmrual Pavlianrents
Equal Bepregsentation; Papmrent of HFembers: any Vote by Buallet,

Prepared by a Committee of Twelve Persons: Six Members of Parliament, and Six Members of the
“ London Working Men's Association ;" and addressed to the People of the United Kingdom,.—
Re-printed from the Third Edition, Revised and Corrected, kow Communications made by
many Associations in various parts of the Kingdom,

-~ i L S —

Schedule A, the Balloting Place.—1. The space separated off by a close pratition, for the purposes of Secret Voting
e @ MLi a._e ea 1L an . . ——

9 MTha ondranea ta the allaf Mo wloevs tha seatae wlooe L
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CHARTISTS

1838-1850

Working class activists who supported

the People’s Charter
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SIX POINTS of
CHARTISmM

. UNIVERSAL MALE SUFFRAGE
. EQUAL-SIZED electoral districts
. Voting by SECRET BALLOT

NO PROPERTY QUALIFICATION
PAY tor members of Parliament

ANNUAL ELECTIONS of Parliament



REFORM



SIX POINTS of
CHARTISmM

. UNIVERSAL MALE SUFFRAGE
. EQUAL-SIZED electoral districts

. Voting by SECRET BALLOT
. NO PROPERTY QUALIFICATION

. PAY for members of Parliament

. ANNUAL ELECTIONS of Parliament




on the 1839 RBeople’s Charter

Photo by lan Stannard




The House of

Commons
«nd'ld not acc%p? the petltlon. ,

PR T
% & ,‘-‘\‘e ‘ Lm;‘,h

> o '; . l
\

! .

- “Q{ . |
._" =

/




DEMONSTRATIONS 1838-1848

CHARTISTS’ RIOTS.



Chartist Mural
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Photo Source: South Wales Chartist Network
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Photo Source: South Wales Chartist Network
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Photo Source: South Wales Chartist Network
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Photo Source: South Wales Chartist Network










CHARTIST
DEMONSTRATION !!

S ———
—

"PEACE and ORDER” is our MOTTO!

B —————

- TO THE WORKING MEN OF LONDON.
. Fellow Men,—The Press having misrepresented
i wilified us and our intentions, the Demonstration
mmittee therefore consider it to be their duty to
that the grievances of us (the Working Classes)
y and our demands just. 'We and our families
= in misery, want, and starvation! We
emand afairday’s wages for a fair day’s work! We
p= the slaves of capital—we demand protection to
= labour. We are political serfs—we demand to
e free. We therefore invite all well disposed to

join in our peaceful procession on

NDAY NEXT, April 10,

s it is for the good of all that we seek to remov

<

be evils under which we groan. |
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SIX POINTS of
CHARTISmM

. UNIVERSAL MALE SUFFRAGE
. EQUAL-SIZED electoral districts

. Voting by SECRET BALLOT
. NO PROPERTY QUALIFICATION

. PAY for members of Parliament

. ANNUAL ELECTIONS of Parliament




Short term
NOT ACTED UPON

LONG term

All but annual elections eventually took

effect.




FREE
TRADE



LIRS
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Both liberals and radicals
opposed the Corn Laws.




~n f 7 = ; -A V -
—— Ve -—— e : & ~ — -\\
Sy o - ey — - £ A V
~~~ — = . = "
o
-t I
M R
4 : l
’
» c

Opposlthn

OPPOSitiOn

L.ower Grain Prices

Cheaper Food

Pay Worters Less
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Population Fall in Ireland 1841-1851

B Over 30%

B 20 to 30%

[]10to 20%

[]0to 10%

Bl Population Rise Q_v&;,/,

POTATO

FAMINE

1845-1852

1 7
.

Sowrce: Edwards, RD,
Williams, TD; "The Great
Faraine: Studies in Insh History
1845-1852", Lilliput Press, 1956.
Repnnted 1997. Figure 20, p260
Produced for wana irelandtheisland cora

Unlike the rest of this site, this map is declaved 1o be in the public domain.
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can Parliament keep
the price of
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Sir Robert

PEEL

Peel’s administration

‘re-peeled”

the Corn Laws
(get 1t?).




REFORM FROM

apove

RADICAL
AGITATION




Reform measures

Passed by Parliament in lieu of Chartist proposals

MINES ACT 1842

CORN LAWS REPEALED
1846

TEN HOUR ACT 1847




ENGELS TO BRITISH
WORKERS

“In order to divert you
from the People’s
Charter, the only goal

important to you, they
spawn all sorts of
projects for superficial
reforms.”

—- Friedrich Engels,
Marxist




Reform > Revolution

Parliament’s willingness to pass
modest reforms saved Britain
from the revolutionary upheavals
that happened on the continent.
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Photo by Rebecca Partington
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